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Message from your Authority Chairman and Chief Constable 
 

Welcome to this summary of the Police Authority’s Statement of Accounts for 
2008/09 that has been produced to provide clearer information and aid 
understanding.  You can also access a full copy of the published accounts on the 
Police Authority website at www.cheshirepa.police.uk. 
 
Over the past year, 5,000 fewer people were affected by crime in Cheshire, 
compared to the previous 12 months.  We detected a greater proportion of crime – 
nearly 30% compared with 25% the year before.  But all this success is 
meaningless if people don’t feel that the Constabulary is providing a good service.   
More than 86% of people who report crime now say they receive a good service. 
 
The Authority’s job is to make sure that everyone gets an efficient and effective 
police service.  We do this in a number of ways.  We listen to your view and 
comments about policing at public meetings, workshops and by questionnaire.  We 
use what you tell us to set the objectives for the Chief Constable, to monitor the 
Constabulary’s performance and to inform the decisions we make, including setting 
the budget and level of council tax.  These summary accounts explain how that 
budget was spent and the performance levels achieved in 2008/09. 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Ollerenshaw     David Whatton 
Chairman - Cheshire Police Authority   Chief Constable 
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WHERE DID THE MONEY COME FROM? 
 

Government 

Grants

38%

Council Tax

24%

Non Domestic 

Rates

22%

Fees, Charges & 

Other Income

15%

Interest

1%

 
 

Source of Funding: £m  

Government Grants 79.7 38% 

Council Tax 50.5 24% 

Non Domestic Rates 47.4 22% 

Fees, Charges & Other Income 32.1 15% 

Interest 1.2 1% 

Total  210.9 100% 
 
Your council tax contributes 24% towards the cost of policing in Cheshire, with 
Government grants, business rates and other income providing the rest. 

 
HOW WAS IT SPENT? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Other expenditure includes the corporate and democratic costs and interest payable. 
 
To find out more, the full Statement of Accounts is available at your local main 
library and on-line at www.cheshirepa.police.uk. 
 

 

Service £m  

Reducing Crime 14.0 5% 

Investigating Crime 48.1 18% 

Promoting Public Safety 74.0 28% 

Assistance to the Public 59.5 22% 

Pensions 63.4 24% 

Other Expenditure* 5.8 2% 

Total 264.8 100% 
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PEFORMANCE IN 2008/09 

 
Overall crime measured by the British Crime Survey (BCS) shows that recorded 
crime in Cheshire has decreased by 5% during 2008/09. 
 
Cheshire’s crime rate was 75 crimes per 1,000 population, comparing favourably 
with the national average of 86 crimes and the regional average of 91 crimes. 
 
In terms of improvements in detections, Cheshire’s improvement on the previous 
year of 3% is above both the national and regional increase of 1%. 
 
Of the 951 people questioned in the survey, 49% felt that their local police did an 
excellent or good job compared to 50% regionally and 53% nationally. 
 

 
 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT  
 
To support the provision of policing services, the Authority holds assets including 
property, vehicles and equipment valued at £60.5m at 31 March 2009.  During 
2008/09 £19.9m was invested in new assets as follows: 
 

Land and Buildings £14.5m 

Vehicles    £1.8m 

IT and Equipment   £3.6m 
 
For 2008/09, the above included the purchase of the three Custody Suites as a 
result of the cessation of the Private Finance Initiative schemes under which these 
facilities were constructed. 
 
Capital investment is funded by grants, money from selling assets no longer 
required, contributions and loans. 
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SUMMARY BALANCE SHEET 
 
The balance sheet shows the value of the assets we own against what we owe - 
our liabilities. 
 

2007/08 
£m 

 2008/09 
£m 

49.0 Fixed Assets 60.5 

7.7 Long-term Prepayments 8.8 

13.3 Stock and Work in Progress 0.6 

9.8 Debtors and Prepayments 9.6 

17.0 Cash and Investments 16.8 

96.8 Total Assets 96.3 

   

-14.6 Current Liabilities (incl. creditors) -13.4 

-19.9 Long-term Liabilities -13.2 

-8.9 Borrowing -18.7 

-43.4 Total Liabilities -45.3 

   

53.4 Net Worth before Pensions 51.0 

-923.1 Pension Liability, see note below -933.6 

-869.7 Net Worth after Pensions -882.6 
   

 Financed by:  

39.5 Capital Accounting Reserves 35.8 

4.6 Earmarked Reserves 7.9 

9.3 General Reserves 7.3 

53.4 Net Worth before Pensions 51.0 

-923.1 Pension Reserve, see note below -933.6 

-869.7 Net Worth after Pensions -882.6 
 
 
Note: 
The large pension figure above is included in the balance sheet to show what we 
would owe if we had to pay all the pensions for all the existing and retired 
members of the scheme on the 31 March.  This would not happen as the actual 
payment of such pensions are made over many years and are funded by future 
contributions from members and Government funding. 
 
 
 


